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General Synod – Four Clergy & Four Lay
Clergy

Lay

David Battrick
Katherine Bowyer
Arthur Copeman
Scott Dulley
Cameron Freese
Sonia Roulston
Bishop Peter Stuart
Kevin Wares

Howard Benson
Jayne Drinkwater
Neil McMullen
Richard Turnbull
(Declared Elected)

Provincial Synod – Two Clergy & Two Lay
Clergy

Lay

Arthur Copeman
Cameron Freese
Bishop Peter Stuart

Neil McMullen
(Declared Elected)

Diocesan Council – Four Clergy & Four Lay
Clergy

Lay

David Battrick
Katherine Bowyer
Arthur Copeman
Garry Dodd
Cameron Freese
Charlie Murry
Julia Perry

Howard Benson
Bev Birch
Neil McMullen
Robert Sharpe
Phil Weston
Jamie Young

Diocesan Ministry Council – Three Clergy & Three Lay
Clergy

Lay

Dan Connor
Scott Dulley
Kathy Dunstan
Andrew Eaton
Moira Evers
Brian Ford
Cameron Freese
Kesh Govan
Michael Marklew
Doug Morrison Cleary
Tim Waghorn

Helen Edwards
Jennifer Forester
Katherine Lindsay
(Declared Elected)

Cathedral Lay Canons –Three Lay
Lay
Howard Benson
Bev Birch
Katherine Lindsay
Michael Thompson
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Incumbency Board – Six Clergy & Six Lay
Clergy
Ruth Brand
Dan Connor
Mark Cooper
Moira Evers
Brian Ford
Cameron Freese
Kesh Govan
Michelle Hazel Jawhary
Janet Killen
Doug Morrison Cleary

Julie Turnbull

Lay

Howard Benson
Helen Edwards
Roseanne Gaut
Narelle Riley
Lyn Wickham
(Declared Elected)

Diocesan Missions Committee – Five Clergy & Five Lay
Clergy

Lay
Howard Benson
Gaye Mercier
(Declared Elected)

Board of Enquiry – Two Clergy & Two Lay
Clergy

Lay

Dan Connor
Doug Morrison Cleary
(Declared Elected)

Panel of Triers – Five Clergy & Five Lay
Clergy

Lay

Dan Connor
Cameron Freese
(Declared Elected)

Christ Church Cathedral Clerical Canonry – One Clergy
Clergy
Michael Davies
Moira Evers
Walter Firth
Doug Morrison Cleary
Nathan Killick
Charlie Murry
Julie Turnbull
Glen Pope
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Clergy Members
The Venerable Canon David Battrick BSG
Parish of East Maitland
Luisa and I live in East Maitland with our five children, where I have served as
the parish priest since 2012, and as the Archdeacon for the Maitland region since
2014. I was trained for ministry in Oxford, England; ordained in the Diocese of
Perth, and I came to the Diocese of Newcastle in 2006 as the Diocesan Ministry
Development Officer and the founding Director of the Newcastle School of
Theology for Ministry.
My main priorities in ministry have focused around enabling lay ministry,
developing clergy training and support, resourcing local community outreach, and
advocating for models of ministry that sustain small Christian communities.
I am currently a Director on the national Board of the Anglican Board of Mission and a member of the
College Council of Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College. I have been a member of a number of the Boards and
Councils of the Diocese.

The Reverend Canon Katherine Bowyer
Dean-elect 16th Dean of Newcastle
I am passionate about ministry. I am fully committed to our churches being safe,
healthy places for all. I believe our churches should be vibrant places at the heart
of community life, welcoming and nurturing all people in faith.
Deacon 2002 Newcastle: Honorary Assistant Deacon Morpeth 2002
Priest 2002 Newcastle: Assistant Priest Singleton 2002-2005
Rector Telarah-Rutherford 2005-2013
Rector of Cardiff 2013- 2017
Current and previous Diocesan Commitments:
Diocesan Director of Formation 2014- 2017
Canon to the Ordinary, Canon in Charge of Missionary Affairs 2010-2017
Member of Diocesan Missions Committee 2005-2017
Diocesan Council 2011 General Synod 2011 Bishop Nomination Board 2011 Diocesan Mothers Union Chaplain 2007 - 2010
CEY Commission, Panel of Triers, Incumbency Board
National Church:
ABM Auxiliary National Council and Executive - National President 2015
ABM Partnerships Committee 2015-2016
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The Reverend Ruth Brand
Clergy in Local Mission
Parish: Charlestown
Parish Commitments: Member of Ministry Team – specific responsibility for
Messy Church, Discipleship and Christian Formation, Shared sacramental and
pastoral ministry 			
Other relevant experience: Synod Representative (Lay and Clergy), Synod
Secretary (Lay and Clerical), Incumbency Board, Diocesan Council, CEY
Commission, Cursillo – Diocesan Lay Director and National Lay Director, Board of
Samaritans, Co chaplain of Living Stones Conference

The Reverend Daniel Connor
The Reverend Dan Connor is the NSW Police Force Principal Chaplain. He is the
youngest person to hold the position.
Dan received his Bachelor of Theology through the Australian College of Theology
in 2008. Following his ordination in the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle in 2009,
Dan served in the parishes of Kincumber and Wyong before taking on his current
role in January 2015.
In 2011 Arrow Leadership Australia identified Dan as an up-and-coming Christian
leader with potential. He completed their two year leadership training course in
2013. Dan lives on the Central Coast with his wife Harriet and three sons. When
he isn’t with the police, Dan loves trying to cook the perfect roast on his Weber
BBQ, or spending time in the bush.

The Reverend Mark Cooper
1995 - 1996 Assistant Deacon and Priest at St Peter’s Hamilton, NSW
1996 - 1998 Assistant Priest at St Margaret’s Rainham, Kent, UK
1998 - 2002 Associate Priest at St Paul’s Kincumber, NSW
2002 - 2006 Priest in Charge at Blue Gum Hills, NSW, and Chaplain to Bishop
Tyrrell Anglican College
2006 – 2015 Sub Dean St Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn, NSW, and Chaplain to
Mental Health
2015 –
Rector of MICA Ministries
While at Goulburn I served on the Clergy Appointment Board for 6 years, was a
member of the Bishop’s Advisement Group on Mental health for 4 years, chaired
Goulburn’s Youth Network Forum for 4 years, and was Area Dean for 3 years.
I have also been a member of the Newcastle Diocesan Incumbency Board for the last 12 months.
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The Venerable Canon Arthur Copeman B.Eng (Hons) B.Th (Hons) MA (Distinction)
Parish of New Lambton and ANeW
Current positions held:
• Archdeacon for the City of Newcastle
• Interim Priest New Lambton Parish
• Priest in Charge – ANeW Parish
• Newcastle Diocesan Council – Bishop’s appointment
• New South Wales Provincial Synod – Elected member
• General Synod – Elected member since 2002
• General Synod Standing Committee – Elected 2010
• Primatial Election Committee – Elected 2010
• General Synod Standing Committee Executive – Elected 2014
• Anglican Consultative Council – Elected by the General Synod Standing
Committee as the Priest member for the Province of Australia in 2014 for
three meetings of the Council
• General Synod 2017 – Chair of the Bible Studies Sub-committee of Standing Committee
• General Synod 2017 – member of the Episcopal Standards Sub-committee
Previous positions in the Diocese of Newcastle:
Archdeacon for Ministry Support 2011-2017; Chair of the Board for Children’s, Education and Youth (CEY)
2012-2017; Chair of Manning Valley Anglican College – 2011-2013; Archdeacon for the Central Coast 20082011; Spiritual Director for Cursillo – 1998-2001; Rector of Kincumber 1998-2011; Fellow of the St Paul’s
College, University of Sydney – 1996-2002; Cursillo Secretariat member – 1996-2001; Vicar of Saratoga &
Green Point 1995-1998; Study Leave 1994-1995 – University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent, UK, undertaking
an MA in Applied Theology on a Scholarship; Honourary Assistant Priest St Cosmus & St Damian in the
Blean. Diocese of Canterbury, UK 1994-1995; Assistant Priest Southlakes Parish – 1992-1994; Assistant
Muswellbrook – 1989-1992; Ordained Deacon and Priest – Christchurch Cathedral Newcastle – 1989.

The Reverend Michael Davies
I was ordained in 2000 and served curacies in Gosford and Taree parishes
respectively before being inducted Priest in Charge of the Parish of Merriwa in
2002. After five years rural ministry experience during, what would have to be,
one of the worst droughts in recent times, I was commissioned Rector of East
Maitland. During my incumbency at East Maitland, we successfully secured a
number of government grants to aid the preservation and upkeep of the beautiful
St Peter’s Church. A highlight of my time in East Maitland was the strengthening
of ecumenical ties between the various churches through the medium of an
annual Easter sunrise liturgy that brought together a few hundred people from the
community in celebration.
From 2012 to 2014, I enjoyed the privilege of serving as Associate Chaplain to
Fr Garry Dodd at the Mission to Seafarers in Newcastle. The experience of ship visitation and pastoral
ministry to seafarers of various nationalities gave me a profoundly different perspective on the world. An
experience I will always be grateful for.
Since March 2014, I have been serving as Rector of Woy Woy. Although we find ourselves in challenging
times, we are in the midst of realising a number of exciting ministry initiatives in the parish, as per our
Mission Action Plan. Last year I graduated with a Master of Theology degree from Charles Sturt University,
which I intend to invest within the life of our church through preaching and teaching in small groups.
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The Reverend Canon Garry Dodd
Senior Chaplain MTS Newcastle / Regional Director Australia and
PNG
Whilst I am a child of the Diocese, my role as Regional Director (RD) of Australia
and PNG provides me with a national and international perspective of church life
and diversity of the Anglican tradition.
During my time as rector of St John’s Cooks Hill, we saw significant growth in the
parish. Similarly as the Senior Chaplain of the Mission to Seafarers in Newcastle,
God has blessed us richly. I currently supervise six paid employees and over 65
volunteers with an annual budget of $500,000. As the RD of Australia and PNG, I
uphold 28 centres, nine support ports and am establishing five new MTS centres.
This work ensures I have contact with most Dioceses in the country as well as
international affairs across our Anglican Communion. This exposure keeps me abreast of issues, views and
cutting edge thinking of global leaders within the church, academia, corporate and welfare institutions.
I have degrees in Social Science, Theology, Psychology and am currently working towards a Master of
Business Administration. This formal education, together with over 25 years’ experience working in welfare,
parish and sector ministries, affords me both pastoral and structural insights in shepherding and managing
the Church. Issues of: governance, WHS, legal and social responsibilities, entwined with Gospel and
Theological foundations shape my daily work.
I believe I have been given rich experiences to draw upon to assist the new Diocesan Council as we move
forward into the future.

The Reverend Scott Dulley
Parish of Muswellbrook
Scott was ordained Priest in 2006 in the Diocese of Brisbane and came to
Newcastle following his appointment as Rector of Muswellbrook in January 2012.
Prior to ordination Scott worked in leadership and management positions in
the Disability sector and also served on a number of Boards and Advisory
Committees. He lived for a time in an ecumenical Christian community based on
the principles of Jean Vanier’s L’Arche Communities, seeking to provide support
for people with disabilities and their families.
He served as a Chaplain in Queensland’s largest mental health facility with
particular responsibility for the high secure and youth units. Following ordination,
he was Assistant Curate in a large, regional inner-city parish before moving to be Parish Priest in three
smaller rural communities in a parish that covered 14,500 square kilometres of Central Queensland. Scott
served on the Diocesan Ecumenical Affairs Committee prior to leaving Brisbane.
Scott’s current roles include: Area Dean of the Upper Hunter; Chair of the Scone Grammar School Council;
Chair of the Newcastle Anglican Schools Corporation Board; he is the Clerical Secretary of Synod, serves
on the Board of Directors of the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music; is Chaplain and an Associate
Member of the Muswellbrook RSL Sub-Branch and is a member of the Edinglassie Rural Fire Service
Catering Brigade. Scott holds qualifications in Theology and Management and is a Graduate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors, Company Directors Course.
Scott is married to Sarah and they have an eleven-year-old daughter Georgia. In his spare time Scott
enjoys reading, camping, four-wheel driving and cycling with his family.
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The Reverend Kathy Dunstan
Kathy completed the Bishops Certificate in Theology for Ministry in 2009, and the
Bishops Diploma in Theology for Ministry in 2010.
She was ordained as a Priest in Local Mission in 2013, and serves in the Parish
of Bateau Bay.
Kathy led the ministry of Messy Church in the parish for 5 years, until this
transitioned into Family Church in January this year. She currently leads a weekly
‘Playtime’ for young mums and children and a weekly Community Lunch which
welcomes the local community. Kathy was a member of the CEY Board from
2013 to 2017.
Kathy’s husband Steve is currently a Lay member of Diocesan Council. They
have 3 sons and 3 grandchildren.

The Reverend Andrew Eaton
I have been Rector at St Luke’s Wallsend since February this year.
Previously I spent six years in parish ministry in the diocese of Bendigo during
which time I was also on Council of the Diocese for 5 years, the editorial board of
the Diocesan Magazine for over 3 years and on the Provincial Board of Anglicare
Victoria.
My studies include a Masters in Divinity, Diploma in Ministry, and Bachelor of Arts
(Sociology).

The Reverend Mother Moira Evers
Now is the time for the Church to move beyond its own front doors engaging with
the local community in its various contexts. Now is the time to take risks and think
outside the square, proclaiming a gospel of radical love with passion, creativity
and energy. Let’s do this!
Deacon and Priest 2007 – Diocese of Melbourne
Curate 2007-2008 Mornington and Mt Martha, Vic
Priest in Charge 2009-2011 Footscray, Vic
Priest in Charge 2011-2013 St Albans, Vic
Priest in Charge 2013 –Telarah and Rutherford
Current Diocesan Commitment
Diocesan Ecumenical Officer 2014-
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The Reverend Walter Firth
Currently the Parish Priest at Toukly-Budgewoi and completing my
Doctoral studies through the Adelaide College of Divinity.
My previous studies include:
MTheol Pastoral Ministry
MDiv Christian Thought and History
BA (Hons) Studies in Religion
BA/BTCH History and Social Science Methods
I bring with me a wealth of educational and pastoral experience and have
been instrumental in the production and implementation of professional
children’s ministry programmes; such as Little Oxen which has recently
been published and is being used across multiple denominations on the
Central Coast.
My skills include the ability to assemble and work with a team, delegating tasks and modelling
honest and ethical behaviour and see part of my role as a leader as being able to put out fires
and maintain team and community morale as I lead them in proclaiming Jesus as Lord in the
community I minister in. I am confidant, committed and creative and try to always maintain an
outwardly positive attitude.
My greatest interest is in the study and reflection of Scripture. It is the Scriptures that shape
my life and fire my enthusiasm and passion. From my love of reading Scripture flows my joy of
reading in general and also my joy of storytelling to my daughter and sharing the Bible with her.
I love the Church; a physical presence of God’s Kingdom in today’s world, and I delight in being
with other people, especially if a meal or cup of coffee is included. I have a burning passion for
Christ and delight in being able to share the good news of what God has done, proclaiming Christ
to all people and engaging with them in the atoning sacrifice of God upon the cross.

The Reverend Brian Ford
I am Brian Ford, I am married to Kara and we have two Aboriginal foster
children; Braithe and Bronson. I am currently Rector of the Parish of
Wingham, and Area Dean of the Manning. In October this year, we will
have ministered for 3 years in the Diocese of Newcastle.
Prior to coming to this diocese, I have had quite a diverse ministry. I began
serving, in the adventure camping ministry and then as a Church Army
Evangelist for 13 years. During those 13 years, I was enabled by God to
minister in all sorts of contexts, both in Australia and New Zealand. For
two of those years, my wife and I ministered in a joint Church Army and
Bush Church Aid Society (BCA) project called Remote Area Ministries. We
were able to come alongside clergy and parishes in the drought effected
areas of Queensland and New South Wales, to support them, and help them pioneer new
ministries in their parishes.
In 2001 I was ordained, deacon and then priest. Since then I have served in the Dioceses of
Bathurst & Riverina, in rural, outback/remote and regional city ministries. In each of those
contexts, I have launched and led new church plants and rejuvenated existing ones in all of the
parishes I have served in. Since being ordained I have had the privilege to serve as a Rural Fire
Service (RFS) and State Emergency Service (SES) chaplain. As an SES Chaplain, I have been
deployed to the Victorian Bushfire disaster, Cyclone Yasi, the Locker Valley disaster and the
Brisbane floods.
In 30 years of ministry I have ministered in, and with, communities of faith of all varieties of
Anglican churchmanship. I am passionate about pioneering and enabling new ministries in the
post Christendom era that we now find ourselves in. It is my hope that this skill base, which God
has gifted me with, will enable me to serve the diocese fruitfully if elected.
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The Reverend Cameron Freese
Parish of Merewether
I am currently the Rector of St Augustine’s Merewether. Prior to this I served
as Priest-in-Charge at St Paul’s Samford January 2009 to December 2013 and
was Assistant Curate at St Bartholomew’s Mt Gravatt from 2007-2008- both in
Brisbane.
As a Priest, I believe that a strong and innovative liturgical presence, an ongoing
and committed exploration of spirituality and a high standard of education about
the faith are imperative to the church community. I believe that these aspects
enable people to find, develop and express their own spiritual gifts in the life of
the community but, more importantly, express them as a part of their ongoing
relationship with God.
In Brisbane, I chaired the Diocesan Measuring Growth Task Force, was a member Diocesan Parish Health
Task Force, the Diocesan Fresh Expressions Task Force, the Archbishop’s Representative on Hillbrook
Anglican School Board an assisted in the implementation of the NCD in process in the Diocese of Brisbane.
In Newcastle, I am a member of the Diocesan Social Justice Task Force, the Property Approvals Board
and the Panel of Triers. I also have a multi-disciplinary background in Microbiology and Biochemistry,
with 13 years industry experience, working, primarily, as a Microbiologist in the Food and Pharmaceutical
industries. During that time, I worked for Herron Pharmaceuticals, Inghams Enterprises and Agen
Biomedical, conducting systems analysis through internal and external auditing to TGA code of GMP and
ISO9001:2000, issuing and maintenance of controlled documents, designing and validating testing facilities
and conducting microbiological testing. I have also been required to work with FDA requirements. I have a
desire to be more fully involved in the life of the Diocese of Newcastle and believe that my skills will be of
help was we move forward into the future.

The Reverend Kesh Govan
I have been a parish priest for over twenty years serving in four dioceses in
three countries in a variety of churchmanship’s and settings. I have throughout
my ministry years served in both High-Anglo-Catholic and evangelical parishes
and everything in between! I have also served in a variety of settings which
include – suburban, inner-city, farming communities, rural villages, and presently
the coastal parish of Nelson Bay. In my previous parish I was also a part-time
Chaplain to JCB (a multinational company very much like Caterpillar).
Over the years I have served on several Diocesan Committees including the
Board of Education, the Board of Ministry and the Diocesan Youth Committee. In
my previous Diocese I served as a Diocesan Mission Adviser, (helping churches
to facilitate parish missions), and also served on the Diocesan Evangelism and
Outreach Committee.
In the community, over my years in ministry so far, I have served as Chair of School Board in 5 schools,
trustee and director of numerous community organisations, Chaplain to the Royal British Legion for over 10
years, chaplain to a number of sports organisations, Chair of three Community Action Groups and I have
been at the forefront of the building of two new Christian Schools.
My particular gift and passion is to help churches to grow and connect with the community in whatever
churchmanship or parish setting they are in - something that I have been able achieve in my own work
wherever I have been called to serve. In my present parish in Nelson Bay we have had over 100 new
people over the last two years and the church has planted its first Mission Church in Anna Bay.
I am married to Catherine who serves on the Diocesan Recovery Team and we have four children.
On a personal note, I have a great love for God and his church in this Diocese and I would consider it a
great privilege to help shape its healthy future.
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The Reverend Michelle Hazel Jawhary
Michelle has worshipped in this Diocese since 1989, attending the parishes of
Bateau Bay and Toukley (Budgewoi) where she was involved in the pastoral and
liturgical life of the parishes, leading Sunday school and Children’s Church, a
Samaritan link and also a member of Parish Council and Synod. Michelle also
worked in parish administration in the parish of Bateau Bay and with Samaritans
in Community Development before becoming an Ordinand in 2008, where she
served in the parishes of Windale, Nelson Bay and Belmont North Redhead.
Ordained as a Deacon in 2011 whilst at Belmont North Redhead and later that
year ordained Priest. Commissioned as Priest in Charge at Gloucester from 2011
– 2015 and currently the Rector of Cessnock. Previously appointed as Area Dean
of the Manning and a ten-month term on Diocesan Council. Michelle is currently
involved with the Domestic Violence working team and Social Justice Task Force.
She has been a Chaplain to a local Breast Cancer Support group and currently Chaplain to the RSL
sub branch of Cessnock. Attends local inter-agency meetings organized by Samaritans and Chamber of
Commerce breakfasts and any other opportunities that arise with the aim of taking the church into the life of
the community.

The Reverend Canon Janet Killen B.Th
The Reverend Canon Janet Killen is currently the Rector of Belmont/
Supervising Priest Swansea; Area Dean of Lake Macquarie, Canon of Christ
Church Cathedral, a member of Diocesan Council 2014-2017 and a member of
Professional Standards Committee 2017.
Janet was ordained a Deacon in 2002 in Newcastle and ordained a Priest 2002 in
Newcastle.
Janet’s previous appointments: Assistant Deacon/Priest East Maitland 2002-2003;
Assistant Priest Foster/Tuncurry 2004-2006; Rector of Beresfield/Thornton 20072013.
Janet is married to Grant with three children and four grandchildren.

The Reverend Nathan Killick
I became a Christian in High School through the ministry of a local church. I am
married to Elizabeth and we have three children Samuel, Jacob and Eleanor. I
first studied evangelism with Church Army and worked as a Church Army Officer
in Mittagong for 5 years. I then went to Moore Theological College and was
ordained in 2000. I have worked in 4 different parishes since then and have been
at The Camden Haven for the last 6 years. I have been pleased to be a part of
the Newcastle Diocese and hope to keep having opportunities to contribute to
ministry here in the years to come.
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The Reverend Michael Marklew
Michael is passionate about allowing the Gospel to transform every part of our
lives. He is married to Alison and has 3 highly energetic Children!
Before transitioning into ministry, he owned several businesses, including a
telecommunications company, that he founded while studying Computer Science
at Newcastle Uni. His business have always being “start-ups” as he enjoys the
challenge of not just starting and building things, but seeing them through to
fruition. His entrepreneurial skills translated naturally into ministry, seeing him
involved in re-starting and re-building multiple ministries across all ages, during
his 10 year period as a parishioner of Merewether Anglican.
He is now ordained as a deacon and serving in the combined ministries of New
Lambton & ANeW Churches, where he has had first hand experience of what it
takes to successfully revitalise a parish.

The Reverend Doug Morrison-Cleary B.Th.
Priest In Charge Beresfield-Thornton/Area Dean Maitland
Doug Morrison-Cleary is both a child of this Diocese and an import, which gives
him a broad set of perspectives when thinking through the issues we face as
a diocese. He spent his childhood at St John’s, Cooks Hill, and St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, was ordained 24 years ago as an Uniting Church minister,
and as an Anglican priest over 10 years ago in the Diocese of Minnesota.
He has ministered in Uniting Church, United Methodist, Presbyterian and
Lutheran churches; as well as Anglican parishes in two countries - United States
(St Paul's, Virginia, MN, as Total Ministry Mentor) and in Australia (New Lambton
and Beresfield-Thornton). While Tradition brought Doug back to his Anglican roots
and this diocese, he is not afraid to live and think outside the box.

The Venerable Charlie Murry
Charlie Murry is the Rector of Singleton and Archdeacon for the Upper Hunter.
He has served two terms on Diocesan Council and is a member of the Bishop
Nomination Board.
Formed in Queensland and ordained in Brisbane, Charlie has served in rural,
remote and suburban parishes. He values diversity, inclusivity and agility and
believes these remain key to Newcastle's continuing growth and integrity.
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The Reverend Julia Perry
Julia’s ministry in the Newcastle Diocese has included parish, chaplaincy and
Diocesan Office engagement. She has served on Diocesan Council and various
committees dedicated to social justice and prevention of violence in all spheres of
church life. Julia has recently become the Director of Formation which dovetails
with her involvement over the last few decades as a training rector, examining
chaplain and lecturer in the University of Newcastle B.Th.
Julia has ‘corporate memory’ of how things have been and is committed to
the new governance structure explored in depth as a member of the Bishop
Nomination Board.

The Reverend Glen Pope
ThDip Morpeth; Deaconed 1993 (Newc), Priested 1994 (Newc).
Assistant Deacon Cathedral 1993; Assistant Deacon Adamstown 1993-94;
Assistant Priest Cessnock 1994-96; Assistant Priest Terrigal 1997-98; Rector
Denman 1998-2004; Rector Southlakes 2004-

The Venerable Canon Sonia Roulston BAppSc, BD, MMin, GAICD
Archdeacon of Newcastle
Sonia was ordained in 1995, and served curacies in the parishes of Gosford and
Singleton. She was Rector of Windale 1999-2004 and during this ministry was
heavily involved in the Windale Community Renewal project. She has also served
as Rector of Cessnock (2004-2010), and Morpeth (2010-2015).
In 2013 she was invited to be Acting Archdeacon for Ministry Support (p/t),
formally collated as Archdeacon in 2014, and was appointed Archdeacon of
Newcastle (f/t) in late 2015.
Sonia is active in Diocesan life, has served on numerous Diocesan Boards,
currently chairs the Bishop Nomination Board, and has also been a Diocesan
representative to General Synod. Sonia maintains an active ministry in GFS (currently Diocesan and
National Chaplain).
In her spare time you might find her reading, playing bridge, tackling the cryptic crossword, or sipping a nice
glass of wine.
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The Right Reverend Dr Peter Stuart
Bishop Peter came to the Diocese in 2009 after serving in ministry in Tasmania
and South Australia.
In 2013 he administered the Diocese following Bishop Farran’s retirement. Since
December 2016 he has been leading the Diocese on behalf of Bishop Thompson.
He became Administrator of the Diocese on 1 June 2017.
He is a graduate from the University of Tasmania (Bachelor of Commerce), the
Melbourne College of Divinity (Bachelor of Divinity), the University of Technology
Sydney (Master of Management) and Flinders University (Doctor of Education).
Prior to becoming a bishop he was involved in parish and diocesan ministries
including ministry development, theological education and administration. He has
served parishes in rural, suburban and inner-city settings. From 2002 until 2009 he was the Principal of St
Barnabas Theological College Adelaide where he taught practical ministry, missiology and sociology for
ministry.
He has been a member of General Synod since 2004.

The Reverend Julie Turnbull
Current positions
• Rector - Toronto
• CEY Ministry Development Officer
• Diocesan representative Incumbency
Appointment Board
• Bishops Examining Chaplain
• Board of directors CALM/CARE Toronto
• Board of directors Anglican Care
• SRE coordinator Toronto and District Minister’s
fellowship
• Chaplain RSL Toronto sub-branch
• Chaplain [part-time ] Carey Bay Gardens
Previous Diocesan positions
• Area Dean of the Manning - 2013 -2014
• Board member - Storm Retirement Villages -

•
•

•
•
•
•

2012-13
Rector - Forster
Tuncurry – 2010 –
2014
Chaplain & Community
Priest - Bishop Tyrrell
Anglican College/ Blue
Gum Hills - 2007-2010
Chapter clerk - Area
Deanery of Maitland 2005 – 2006
Assistant Priest Cessnock - 2005-2006
Assistant Priest - East Maitland - 2004
Deacon and Priest - 2003

Julie’s passion in ministry is working alongside people facilitating them to move towards becoming the
people they were created to be. She especially enjoys working with families (of all configurations and agegroups) to help them to find ways of growing together towards a richer and fuller way of living Julie and
her husband Richard have four adult daughters, 2 grandsons and a dog called Wookiee. Since living in
Toronto, they have enjoyed sailing on Lake Macquarie with family and friends.
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The Reverend Tim Waghorn
My ministry to date covers two dioceses (Melbourne and Newcastle) within a wide
variety of worship styles. I implemented the first Messy Church in Australia, as a
form of bringing diversity to our parish outreach to the community. I was president
of St Augustine’s Kindergarten in Melbourne for six years, ran Mainly Music for
the five years, as well as running a series of playgroups in Mont Albert North. I am
a published author in the field of Messy Church (Messy Church Theology; George
Lings Editor, Bible Reading Fellowship, 2013). My passion is all age evangelism.
I have extensive experience in youth ministry (12-18 age group) which included
creating a music group. I worked with integrating denominations in joint services
and events as well as cross cultural family events.
I bring a wide variation of skills and experiences to all age and family ministry,
with a particular focus on change management within ministry. My passion is to see families giving their
lives to Christ. In doing so, I have assisted parishes (in both diocese) in the area of engaging in fresh
expressions of family ministry. I play guitar and read widely on church direction and leadership. I also
dabble in writing children’s books.
As Rector at Lakes Anglican, I have seen the necessity and the value that a children and families minister
has brought our parish. Through change and communication, we now have a healthy Sunday school and
growing family ministry, monthly youth group and two play groups.

The Reverend Kevin Wares
Rector of Wyong / Area Dean, Central Coast Deanery
Kevin offers a breadth of pastoral experience spanning the Dioceses of Bathurst,
Newcastle, Northern Territory and Sydney.
Originally a public servant he was Ordained in 1990 and curacy in Sydney was
followed by service as a Regular Army Chaplain in parachute and armoured units
at Holsworthy and Darwin. Returning to parish ministry he has served as Rector
of Oberon, Mulgoa, Kensington NSW and Wyong and has served on Bishop in
Council in Bathurst.
Trained at Moore College he also has a Graduate Diploma in Pastoral
Counselling and a Master of Ministry from Charles Sturt University. His passion is
gospel preaching and making and growing disciples.
His interests are history, football, walking and trying to control his cavoodle. A father of three young adults
he is married to Kim. His concern for the national church is about how we navigate a post Christian culture
without loosing our way.
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Lay Members
Howard Benson
Parish: St Johns Newcastle
Parish involvement: Church warden, Treasurer, Synod representative, parish
incumbency board member, intercessor and reader, and I recently retired from
serving. In the past I have been parish mission secretary.
Present Diocesan involvement: Lay Canon Christ Church Cathedral, Diocesan
mission committee, General Synod member 2017. Treasurer for MICA Ministries,
(Mayfield, Islington, Carrington Anglicans)
National Church: Present ABM Investment and Finance committee. Past: ABM
Church to Church committee.
Working life: BHP Information Technology now retired. During my working life I
was in National Service for years as a crew member of an Armoured Regiment in
Brisbane.
Interests: Genealogy and researching the life, times and social conditions of my ancestors, the Anglican
Communion, local history, local national and international affairs.
Gardening (under strict supervision)
Relaxing and enjoying life and at the end of the day watching Millionaire Hot Seat with a nice glass of wine
trying to answer the questions before the contestants.
Having a sense of humour.

Bev Birch
I am
• A member of the Merewether Parish, in the Diocese of Newcastle
• My current parish commitments are as Rector’s Warden, Parish Incumbency
Board member, Licensed Lay Liturgical Assistant, Pastoral Care Ministry
member, Synod Representative, and Parish Secretary.
• My current Diocesan commitments include being a member of Diocesan
Council, Lay Canon of Christ Church Cathedral and member of the Christ
Church Cathedral Board, representative of the Diocese to General Synod,
member of Standing Committee of Provincial Synod.
• I am a Member of the Bishop Nomination Board currently in the process of
bringing nominations to a Special Synod in November for the election of our
14th Bishop.
• For 5 years I worked in the Diocesan Registry preparing the Handbook, policies, procedures and other
governance matters until I retired finally two years ago.
• I am a qualified and practising Spiritual Director with a particular interest in spirituality in everyday life.
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Ms Katherine Lindsay BA (Hons I), MA, LLB (Qld), LLM (Newc)
Parish of Morpeth
Katherine Lindsay MA, LLB (Qld), (LLM Newc) is a parishioner in the Anglican
Parish of Morpeth. She has been an active member of her parish for over 20
years, involved in music, children’s and family ministry and liturgy. She has been
a Benedictine Oblate of the Jamberoo Abbey NSW since 1998. She exercises
the ministry of spiritual direction, teaches the history of Christian spirituality in
the Listen into Life spiritual direction training program (rpsd.org.au) and is a
facilitator in training for the Center for Courage and Renewal in Seattle USA
(www.couragerenewal.org). She has been elected to the Diocesan Synod on
a number of occasions by her parish, and in 2017 was appointed a Trustee of
Church Property for the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle. She has been recognised
nationally for her excellence as a law teacher and works as a Senior Lecturer in Law at the Newcastle Law
School, University of Newcastle where she has a particular concern for the pastoral welfare of law students.

Neil McMullen
I have nominated for this position because it is important for the interests of the
laity on Central Coast be present on this Council. There is a concentrated and
growing Anglican population living in this part of the Diocese of Newcastle that
supports this need.
I have had a lifetime's association with the Anglican Church growing up in the
parish of Annandale in the Diocese of Sydney and after marriage the parish of
Wentworthville.
Following the path of promotion I was transferred to Deniliquin in the Diocese of
Riverina. During this time I served on parish council and as treasurer. The Rector
was Bruce Shultz (later Bishop of Grafton) and the Bishop of Riverina was John
Grindrod (later Archbishop of Brisbane and Australian Primate).
With my banking occupation also I served as a layman in the Dioceses of Canberra Goulburn, Northern
Territory, Perth and Melbourne at parish and Diocesan levels.
I have been living in the Diocese of Newcastle since 2002 and have served at parish level with a special
interest in Emergency relief with Samaritans. I also completed the Bishop's Certificate and Diploma in 2012.
I am at the moment Acting Lay Chairman of the Anglican Men's Society for the Diocese of Newcastle and I
have served on the National Executive of AMS for the past thirteen years and as Treasurer for nine years.
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Robert Sharpe
Qualifications: Bachelor of Engineering (University of Newcastle) and Master of
Engineering Science
(University of NSW). Fellow of The Institution of Engineers, Australia.
Anglican Church Involvement: Member of Synod, Member of Christ Church
Cathedral Board, Cathedral Treasurer and a Member of the previous ASDF Board
Work Experience:
• 2008 – 2017 Contractor/Consultant
• Asset management strategies, policies and procedures. Performance
assessment and review
• 1988 - 2007 Management positions in the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA)
• General Manager, Infrastructure Maintenance - Statewide road maintenance
strategies, policies and programs.
• Regional Manager, Hunter Region – Road construction and maintenance, traffic management and
road safety.
• Divisional Engineer, Tamworth - Road construction and maintenance work and traffic management
• 1968 - 1987 Various Engineering Positions with Department of Main Roads (DMR)
• Road construction and maintenance, traffic management and bridge design.

Michael Thompson
I have always been part of Church life. Born in 1946 within a Catholic family
regular attendance was the norm and later was in Catholic Education for 40 years
as a teacher, Principal and Consultant.
There were many opportunities for Academic, Christian and Spirituality Study
completing a BA, M Ed and other diploma and Graduate Diploma courses. I
became an Anglican in 2005 and I am currently a member of the Ministry Team in
the area of 'Prayer, Spirituality and Social Justice' in the Southlakes Parish and
am Sacristan assisting liturgy wherever possible.
I completed the Bishops Diploma in Theology for Mission within the Newcastle
Diocese.
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Phillip Weston
Phillip Weston is a parishioner of St James church, Morpeth and has been
an active member of that parish for over 35 years. His journey in ministry has
included working with youth at both a parish and diocesan level, being a member
of executive and parish council, including parish treasurer for the last 10 years
and Synod representative for his parish. Phillip has also been a member of
Diocesan ministries and boards including CEY Ministries, St John’s College,
Property Approvals Board and Cathedral Board.
Professionally, Phillip works in a management role within the commercial
construction sector servicing projects throughout Newcastle and the Hunter
Valley.

Jamie Young B.E. (Civil), Grad Dip (Inf Sci), Dip (Bible & Missions),
MBA
Parish of ANeW
James Young (also known as Jamie) was born in Kempsey (Diocese of Grafton)
and grew up in Wodonga (Diocese of Wangaratta). Jamie is a business
consultant with an early career background as an Army Engineer. During his time
at RMC Duntroon Jamie attended the Duntroon Chapel (Diocese of Canberra/
Goulburn). He has since lived in Sydney (attending St Lukes, Liverpool),
Melbourne (St Judes, Carlton) and Canberra again (Gunghalin Anglican). Jamie,
his wife Cathy and two sons have lived in Newcastle for almost eight years, and
are active members of the ANeW congregation now meeting in New Lambton.
Jamie has great affection for the body of Christ in the Anglican Communion.
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